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STUDENT SAFETY ON WHEELS
Sophomore Zane Mattiuz longboards to the
gym Thursday afternoon. Students and Winona
residents riding bikes, longboards, skateboards,
and other forms of transportation have been a
safety concern on campus and in the city.
BRIANNA MURPHY
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KQAL student broadcasters awarded

T

wo Winona State University friends are reaping
the benefits of their hard work and dedication
in providing entertaining sports commentary.
Seniors TJ Leverentz and John Wojcik won
first place in Sports Broadcasting for a fall 2015
broadcast of their program “Play-By-Play” on
Winona State’s radio station KQAL.
The Midwest Broadcast Journalists Association
recognized their contributions to the show, and the
two were awarded the Eric Sevareid award this past
July.
The award, named after the notable CBS news
journalist, is presented every year to exceptional
journalists in a variety of markets within the
Midwest.
Not only does the award give recognition to the
time and effort put into “Play-By-Play,” but it also
gives Leverentz and Wojcik the chance to pursue
careers in radio with a notable contribution to their
resume.
Leverentz and Wojcik’s claim to fame was a
broadcast of a Winona State football game against
Minnesota State University, Mankato last year,
in which the Warriors ended the Mavericks 40game winning streak. Winona State defeated their
longtime rivals 31-27 in this historical upset.
Leverentz remembers the unprecedented win
fondly as “an important time in WSU history.”
Leverentz and Wojcik, both public relations
students, have been working with Winona State’s
student-staffed radio station, KQAL, since their
freshman year in fall 2013. Starting as broadcast
majors in the same freshman orientation group, led
by KQAL General Manager Doug Westerman, the
two became inseparable.
Leverentz and Wojcik had the opportunity to
audition for “Play-By-Play” their sophomore year
and have been broadcasting ever since, primarily
covering Winona State basketball and football
games.
Continued on page 6, see KQAL.
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Seniors John Wojcik (left) and TJ Leverentz (right) hold an award
KQAL received from Midwest Broadcast Journalists Association.
The award was for first place in sports play-by-play in the student
market radio category.

PHOTO BY TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu
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Winona State upgrades Adobe, considers license change

W

inona State University’s technology
department upgraded the university’s
Adobe programs from the 2013 version to the
2015 version earlier this month, despite the
growing cost of a full site license.
Adobe is the developer of the Adobe Creative
Cloud that includes creative applications such
as Photoshop, InDesign, Premiere, Illustrator
and After Effects. At Winona State, students
in various departments, especially mass
communications and art, use these programs
to make creative pieces both for class and their
portfolio.
Kenneth Janz, associate vice president for
academic affairs and chief information officer at
Winona State, was in charge of the negotiations
with Adobe.
The main benefit from the upgrades, aside
from additional features inside each one, is
compatibility with Windows 10, according to
Janz.
While having the Adobe programs is integral
for many students, Janz said Adobe is making it
more difficult to afford the newest products.
“They have a good product, which they know
certain disciplines absolutely need. I actually had
one of the salesperson say, ‘Well if you don’t get
Photoshop, what else are you going to get?,’” Janz
said.
According the Janz, the site license cost for
Adobe Creative Cloud jumped from $33,000 a
year to over $140,000, a more than 300 percent
increase. This price jump has caused problems
for the university budget, as they have had to find
ways to cover the difference.
“We used to spend almost [165,000] to 180,000
a year on classrooms. Now we’re down to a
hundred thousand,” he said.
This has led Janz and Winona State to look
into changing its licenses from a site license
to individual licenses. If this were to happen,
it would mean the only students who could
download the programs would be students in
departments that need them.

As of now, everyone on campus can download
and use them at will.
While that may sound like a huge change, in
terms of actual downloads, it is in fact quite
minor. According to Janz, there are less than
500 computers at Winona State with Photoshop
installed, which is the highest Adobe install base.
For comparison, the site license covers every
student at Winona State and the Rochester
campus.

“They have a good product, which
they know certain disciplines absolutely
need. I actually had one salesperson
say, ‘Well if you don’t get Photoshop,
what else are you going to get?’”
-Kenneth Janz, associate vice president for
academic affairs and chief information officer, on
Adobe negotiations.
“I’ve told Adobe that we need to have better
pricing, or we’re not going to get a site license
anymore,” Janz said. “We’ll have something for
students, it’s how broadly available which will be
the issue.”
At retail, the creative cloud costs $599.88 a year.
For students, these programs, along with many
others are included in the laptop fee of $450 that
students pay each semester.
“Students complain about the laptop program
if they look at it very narrowly,” Winona State
mass communications professor Thomas Grier
said. “But you’re not getting just a laptop. You’re
getting the great service and support. If the
machine breaks, you get a new one in 45 minutes,
and you get all the software and software updates
for free.”
Grier has been using Adobe products since its

beginning, and for some programs, even earlier.
In the late 1980s, publication design courses
used a program called Aldus Pagemaker to
do newspaper layouts, he said. This program
eventually became InDesign, which is now
an integral part of the mass communications
program.
Over the years, the company has grown their
creative cloud to be something of a tour-de-force
in the creative world, as well as the professional
standard.
“We must train our students on this software,
or they won’t be able to get jobs,” Grier said.
“Every mass comm student will use Photoshop
extensively and InDesign extensively.”
Grier added those in the transmedia option will
also use Premiere heavily.
It is also not as simple as just learning one
version of the program either, Grier added. When
students leave Winona State to look for jobs, it
is imperative for them to know the most recent
versions, and know them well.
“I think it’s very important for education
institutions to try to use the most recent
hardware and software. We’re trying to teach
students the newest equipment to use to do your
job the best it can be,” Grier said. “Where else in
an educational environment shouldn’t we have
the most recent stuff for students to work with?”
Grier said while the cost might be high, having
the programs is more important. Price hikes to
fees are rarely well-received, but if those kinds of
changes are necessary, then the university should
make the change, he said.
“If we’re collecting 450 [dollars] from students,
and it’s not enough to give them all the best stuff
they need, then take the price up and make it 475
[dollars] or make it 480 [dollars],” he said. “We’ve
got to have that stuff available.”

BY NATHANIEL NELSON
news reporter
nlnelson13@winona.edu

Have an opinion on the Adobe upgrades and licensing?
Send your thoughts to Allison Mueller at AMueller12@winona.edu
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Fire alarms malfunction in Pasteur Hall

S

tudents were escorted from class in Winona
State University’s Pasteur Hall room 133 by
security when students in the lecture hall did
not respond to a fire drill happening inside the
building on Friday, Aug. 26.
Students in the class at that time were
concerned that they were unable to hear the fire
alarms from the room they were in.
Maddie Laurie, a sophomore working for
security, explained the university was testing the
alarms on campus buildings the mornings of
Aug. 25 and 26.
“All the buildings were tested within the two
days that we were doing the drills,” Laurie said.
“We worked with the general maintenance
workers on campus who were running the drills.”
But as for the faulty alarms, Laurie said Security
has no role in whether they work or not. She
explained the security staff ’s job was to solely
sweep the buildings to make sure everyone left

the building safely, but that safety net will not be
there in a real emergency if alarms do not go off
again.
“In an event of an actual fire, we as security
would not be entering the buildings like we did
on Thursday and Friday,” Laurie said. “As far as
the alarm not going off, we had no involvement
with triggering the alarms or working with the
panels that trigger the alarms at all.”
Laurie said the general maintenance workers
were working with the panels and the alarms.
“They are going to be the ones who will be
doing the follow up with the Pasteur [Hall]
alarm” Laurie said.
Sophomore Crystal Lovegreen, said she was
in conceptual physics at the time of the alarm
within the hall.
She stated the class could hear the fire alarm
going off in the distance but not in room 133,
where they were located.

The professor then looked out into the hallway
but saw no sign of others evacuating and
continued teaching.
“We didn’t know if we were supposed to
evacuate or not, so we just continued class,”
Lovegreen said. “A security member came into
our class and told us we needed to leave the
building.”
Lovegreen stated she was unsure if it was only
their classroom that the alarm failed or others in
adjacent classrooms also.
“I am confused, like why didn’t it work,”
Lovegreen said. “Like, if it was a real fire and
didn’t work like what would we have done?”
Laurie said security there would be a follow
up to gather more information about the failed
alarms in Pasteur Hall.

BY CHENEY MASON
news reporter
cmason14@winona.edu

Meet the news staff...
Sara Tiradossi

Health & Wellness reporter

Cheney Mason

Crime & Security reporter

Nathaniel Nelson
Technology reporter

Colin Kohrs
Local reporter

SECURITY INCIDENTS
1:30 a.m.: Security responded to
Kryzsko Commons for reports of a
man stealing pizza from students.
Winona Police escorted the student to detox, and the event was
referred to the director of security.

Aug. 28

3:22 p.m.: Security responded
to a theft from a vehicle parked
between Watkins and Morey
Halls. Security could not determine who the thief was based
on the security cameras.

Aug. 29

2 a.m.: Security watched a student
staggering near Lourdes Hall. A Winona Police Officer approached the man
and determined the man was intoxicated. The police made arrangements for
someone to come care for the student.
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Olivia Volkman-Johnson

Academic & Administrative Reporter

10 p.m.: Security responded to
Prentiss Lucas Hall for a reported
assault, in which one male student
grabbed another male student by
the collar. This issue was reported
to the conduct office.

Sept. 1

11:10 a.m.: Security responded
to a bike theft. Cameras were not
helpful in determining who the
thief was. The reporting party was
told to contact the Winona Police
Department and file a report.
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Organization promotes rail safety in Winona

A

bout every three hours, a person or vehicle is
hit by a train, according to the organization
Operation Lifesaver.
But volunteers in the organization, like Jeanine
Black, believe precautions can end this.
Black said each state has its own state
organization to improve public safety and educate
people, so when they are near or on railroad
property—such as in Winona—they make safe
decisions.
Operation Lifesaver began as a public
awareness campaign in 1972. It is a nonprofit
organization with a nationwide network of
authorized volunteers who work to educate
the public about rail safety, according to the
organization.
Its mission is to reduce collisions, deaths and
injuries at highway rail crossings and on railroad
property.
Black said her role as a volunteer is important
in Winona, where there have been several
accidents on railroad tracks, like the accident that
killed Winona State University student veteran
Derek Bute on January.
Black said she wants to raise awareness about
prevention techniques starting with little kids and
parents.
“When I go into a school to educate on railroad
safety, I provide the principal with a note for
childrens’ parents to send at home,” Black said.
“The parents should be informed as well.”
Black said she would like to see more outreach
and advancement at Winona State, for students
on all types of safety, including safety around
railroads.
“Education is key. People should have a
discussion about safety information to help keep
each other safe,” Black said. “Because I have
become an authorized volunteer, I would love
to host more presentations and events about
railroad safety on campus and informative talks
to get the message out.”
Operation Lifesaver program also offers free
rail safety programs in school classrooms, to
driver education students, community service
and civic groups, professional bus, truck and
emergency first responder drivers and others.
According to Black, Operation Lifesaver wants

A Winona State University student crosses the railroad track by East Lake
Apartments. To avoid accidents at the tracks, Operation Lifesaver is an
organization that promotes education and recognition of the danger of railroad
tracks and the safety precautions pedestrians and drivers should take.

to make students aware of their surroundings and
make sure they can see and hear when they cross
tracks at designated crossings.
“Talking with friends and family members
about making safe decisions near railroad
property can help to save a life,” Black said.
“Anytime you see railroad tracks, expect a train.
Freight trains do not run on set schedules. Trains
can run on any track.”
Operation Lifesaver states a typical freight train
traveling at 55 mph can take a mile or more to
stop; that is equal to 18 football fields. A light
train rail takes about 600 feet to stop or, the
length of two football fields.
“The train takes a long time to stop because it
is going very fast. It’s something that people don’t
think of,” Black said.
Black added that citizens of Winona should
review the organization’s safety tips whenever
their route takes them near or across train tracks.
According to the organization’s tips, the only
safe place to cross is at a designated public
crossing with either a railroad crossing sign,
flashing red lights or a gate. Also, an approaching
train may be closer and moving faster than it
appears.

PHOTO BY SARA TIRADOSSI

“People shouldn’t take shortcuts. There is an
optical illusion when people look and see a train
coming. Part of it is because it’s so big; it looks
like it’s going slower. They misjudge that distance
and speed,” Black said.
Operation Lifesaver also wants to inform the
public that railroad tracks, trestles, yards and
equipment are private property and trespassers
are subject to arrest and fine.
“The railroad trucks are not run by Winona
State. They are private railroad property, so
people walking along the railroad tracks can be
ticketed or fined and beyond the green crossing,
they are illegally trespassing,” Black said.
Above all else, Black encourages a little patience
at railroad crossings.
“Whether you’re walking, biking or driving,
don’t try to beat the train. You might have to stop
for five or 10 minutes, 15 maximum,” Black said.
“It’s not worth risking your life and the life of
others.”

BY SARA TIRADOSSI
news reporter
stiradossi13@winona.edu
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Lyceum presentation to address racism on campus

N

ext Monday, Sept. 12, Winona State
University’s Lyceum Series will be hosting
“You Mean, There’s Race in My Movies and
Media?” with Frederick Gooding.
It’s a topic Nasro Abbas, a senior on the KEAP
Diversity Resource Center council, said students
on the university could benefit from hearing.
“I feel like living in Minnesota with ‘Minnesota
nice’ micro-aggressions are like part of the fabric
of our state,” she said. “They happen all the time.
They’re one of those things I’ve just learned to
deal with even though I shouldn’t have to learn
to.”
Chuck Ripley, a professor of English at Winona
State acts as the KEAP diversity resource center
faculty liaison, also serves as the chair of the
Human Rights Commission for Winona County.
Ripley explained the causes of micro-aggressions
as a social problem, and how racism can be
ingrained within an individual, without that
individual being actively and consciously racist.
According to the university, “this talk will focus
on issues regarding race and identity, especially
in the media, and how micro-racial aggressions
that describe insults and dismissals regularly
inflicted on African Americans and witnessed
by non-African Americans, include similar
aggressions directed at women.”
For Abbas, the most common insults she
receives are on her English speaking skills.
“One of my favorite little back handed
compliments is whenever I’m speaking English
with somebody and they say ‘oh my God. You
speak English so good,’ and I just want say ‘I
speak English well,” Abbas said.

KQAL, continued from page 2.
Wojcik claims their friendship helps them build
an entertaining rapport for the show.
“We’ve become best friends since we met
freshmen year, so we’d start going back and forth,
talking about whatever,” Wojcik said.
According to the radio station, it started in
1975 as part of the speech department at Winona
State and moved into the newly created mass
communications department in 1980, then based
out of the Performing Arts Center.
Now housed in Phelps Hall, KQAL provides
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Abbas, born in Somalia with a brief residence
in Kenya, moved to the U.S. when she was five.
She is now a pre-law student studying both
English and philosophy. She has taken upper
level courses on everything from Chaucerian era
English to modern day language.
“If you think about it, on the surface level
they’re trying to give you a compliment,” she said
about the English comment. “But if you look
beyond that, the reason they’re saying I – me, a
black Muslim woman – speak English so ‘good’ is
because they don’t expect me to, because in their
eyes I am not a native English speaker. They’re
confused that somehow I have somehow learned
their language (they’re taking ownership of that),
and I have mastered it.”

“...whenever I’m speaking English
with somebody and they say ‘Oh my
God. You speak English so good,’ and I
just want to say ‘I speak English well.’”
-Nasro Abbas, KEAP Diversity Resource Center
“I chuckle every time I hear it,” she added.
Ripley said he can explain why certain
individuals contest or deny this kind of racism.
“[People will deny racism] even if someone
is not racist in the sense where they’re going
to use the n-word, or they’re going to endorse
segregation,” he said. “We know in the post civil
rights era that’s not something that’s allowed in
hands-on opportunities for Winona State
students, according to Wojcik.
“KQAL is just an awesome organization,”
Wojcik said. “It provides multiple opportunities
for students to get involved with their university
and community through the radio. It takes
no experience or background whatsoever for
someone to become involved.”
Although KQAL operates out of the mass
communications department, Leverentz and
Wojcik claim any student, regardless of major or

the public sphere anymore, but with that new
status quo, people will reject implicit hidden
racism.”
Ripley added, “it’s important to remember one
has to be anti-racist rather than non-racist. It’s
something that you have to actively unlearn.”
With the frequency of these encounters, Abbas
said she has stopped trying to explain herself.
“I don’t even take the time to correct them
anymore,” she said. “I honestly don’t have
the time to sit there and educate every single
individual who has an incorrect mindset about
something. It’s not my job to educate you, a fully
grown adult.”
Gooding’s event will also address the topic of
representation in media, something Abbas said is
important to teach people, especially at a young
age.
“Representation matters, it means so
much especially when you’re young and
impressionable,” Abbas said. “When you see an
entire world where everybody who’s hailed as
beautiful and perfect an incredible is different
from you, it means a lot have somebody that
looks similar to you, having those same features
that you have.”
While things are far from perfect, Abbas noted
positive motion in media representation.
“When you see an American icon that looks
like you you’re able to relate to them which is an
incredible thing, and that’s happening more and
more today,” she said.
BY COLIN KOHRS
news reporter
ckohrs14@winona.edu

experience, can get involved.
“There’s [a] niche for you. You don’t have to
like sports to be on the station,” Wojcik said.
“Anyone can do it. That’s probably the best
part about it,” Leverentz said. “I don’t think I
could’ve gone anywhere else and had this kind of
experience other than Winona State.”
BY OLIVIA VOLKMAN-JOHNSON
news reporter
ovolkmanjohns15@winona.edu
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University welcomes new director for counseling services

A

fter a nation wide search, Winona State
University hired Benedict Ezeoke as the new
director for counseling services.
Ezeoke has his doctoral degree in counselor
education and supervision and is also a licensed
professional counselor, whose many experiences
prepared him for this position.
Lynda Brzezinski, one of Winona State’s current
counselors, headed the search committee to fill
this position. She shared how the search committee, which consisted of members from different
areas around campus, was looking for a mix of
qualities in the ideal candidate.
“We were looking for someone with strong
leadership skills but also strong interpersonal
skills,” Brzezinski said. “We wanted someone who
seemed invested in the college student population.”
Brzezinski explained the director of counseling
services position deals with many administrative
tasks to help the counselors with the main focus
of the department, which is helping students with
mental health concerns.
“We felt [Ezeoke] had the right mix of qualities
to not only connect with and support students,
but to help guide the counseling services department as a whole,” Brzezinski said.
Ezeoke is new to both Winona and Minnesota;
his first time in the state of Minnesota was for his
interview for this position. He spent the last eight
years of his life living in Chicago and he likes
Winona because of its “slow pace way of living,”
compared to a big city like Chicago.
Ezeoke is passionate about working in counseling services because he enjoys helping people
get better from the lowest points of their lives,
helping them discover themselves and be able to
mange their lives.
“In general, I love supporting and helping people,” Ezeoke said.
What interested Ezeoke in this position at Winona State was being able to apply all the theories
he studied during his schooling.

Benedict Ezeoke, Winona State University’s new director for counseling services.

His main and most general goal in his new
position is to add structure to the department to
be able to provide the best for students. Another
goal Ezeoke has is to bring topics surrounding
diversity to the department.
“Each student is different, so we need balanced
counselors to give opportune counseling without
insulting students,” Ezeoke said.
Another goal for this year is to provide services
to Minnesota State College Southeast Technical
and Community College and Winona State’s
Rochester campus more effectively by meeting
with people from Southeast Tech next month.
Regarding counseling services at Winona State,
Ezeoke would like to highlight a few things for
new students or students who are not familiar
with everything the department provides.
Students can access Winona State’s counseling
services website for information or call the front
desk, and in critical situations they accept walkin appointments.
“It is an easy process,” Ezeoke said. “There is no
case we don’t have a good counselor for, and we
will be waiting for you whenever you decide to
seek help.”
Ezeoke explained the biggest issues dealt with

LAUREN REUTELER
photographer
lreuteler11@winona.edu

on college campuses are anxiety, depression and
dealing with adjustment, attachment and separation.
However, Ezeoke stressed one does not need to
have a mental health concern to seek out counseling services; it can be used if one is feeling angry,
overwhelmed, lonely or just in need of someone
to talk to.
“There is nothing stigmatic about [mental
health problems], nothing terrible about it. It is
a human issue, most people have it. Be proud of
yourself that you noticed something was wrong,
be aware of it and seek help. We are here to
support you and we are here to help you,” Ezeoke
said.
Ezeoke believes there is too much pressure on
people these days and that it is important to slow
things down and let people take time to breathe.
Lastly, Ezeoke wants students to know they
have access to one of the best counseling services and that the staff is passionate and will go
out of their way to make sure students succeed.
BY DANA SCOTT
features reporter
dscott12@winona.edu
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Sexual violence prevention training meets deadline

T

he beginning of a semester brings new
schedules and new people into the lives of
students. This year at universities across Minnesota, the beginning of fall semester brought training for sexual violence awareness and prevention.
The training for sexual violence awareness and
prevention is now required for students within
the Minnesota State school system after the passing of a law in 2015, which presents a mandate
requiring the training.
Winona State University’s Title IX Coordinator
Lori Mikl has been communicating with students
and faculty about the training.
“The sexual violence course was developed by
the systems office at Minnesota State,” Mikl said.
“They adapted the course from one given at the
University of Montana.”
Previous to the mandate, Winona State offered
an optional course on sexual violence awareness,
but this is the first year the training has been
made mandatory.
“The statute requires that students complete the
training within 10 days of the start of the academic semester which dictated the September 2
deadline,” Mikl said.
After the deadline, students who have not taken
the course will have their registration placed on
hold for the next semester until they take the
course.
Hunter Beckstrom, a member of the RE Initiative, a student organization focused on educating
the community on gender based violence, believed this deadline pushed students to finish the
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course quickly, rather than focus on the material.
Despite the concerns about content and forma“I think that it gives an incentive to bring the
tion of the course, students believe the program
topic to light, but they don’t have an actual test or is a good start to decrease sexual assault rates.
have a way to insure that students actually watch
“I think the general goal is giving everyone an
all the videos,” Beckstrom said. “It makes it seem idea of what active bystanders are, what these
like it is not as serious as it should be.”
issues are and how to identify them on campus,”
The sexual violence awareness and prevention
Parke said. “The goal in mind is very positive and
course was made available to students through
something that is desperately needed. “
their D2L accounts, which is an educational proFirst year student Hayley Thomas thinks the
gram used as a hub of communication between
course has the ability to make a great impact.
students, professors and universities.
“It will help spread awareness and help protect
The course is broken down into three modules, a lot of students,” Thomas said.
each featuring a video and an assessment at the
With the work done by the RE Initiative, Winend. When finishing the modules, students took
ona State is also ahead of the curve with gender
a quiz, confirming their conclusion of the course. based violence awareness and prevention.
Victoria Parke, another member of the RE IniThree years ago, Winona State received a grant
tiative, discussed her suggestions for the different from the Department of Justice’s Office of Viomodules.
lence Against Women. This grant helped provide
“My biggest critique is that there is no real way resources to implement the RE Initiative and
to track if you actually did the module,” Parke
other programs, like the PACT bystander intersaid. “You can go through the assessment and
vention training and the gender based violence
print out the certificate and say you went through helpline.
the training.”
“We went to the Minnesota Campus Sexual ViBesides concerns with the layout of the course, olence Prevention Summit in June and it became
other students have had comments about the
very clear that we are far above many of the other
content of the material discussed.
schools in the state, as far as what we have been
Michael Krug, a graduate assistant and member doing on campus, “ Mikl said.
of the RE Initiative, had concerns with how the
According to Krug, the RE Initiative is working
course discussed potential sexual assault victims. with schools across the region to help implement
“I think they tried to stay away from victim
their programs.
blaming, but they do try to educate people on
what and how they should drink alcohol, which
Continued on page 12, see Awareness.
in itself is a form of victim blaming.”
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Heirloom paintings showcase Winona History
T
he Winona County Historical Society is
showcasing “Preserved in Paint,” catching
a glimpse into the history of Winona through
paintings.
The oldest piece dates back to 1833 and the
newest is from 20 years ago, creating a variety to
see in the collection.
Some of the paintings in the collection have
not been on display at the museum yet and the
Historical Society wanted to highlight them.
Many of the paintings are portraits of prominent figures such as Catherine Goddard Smith,
who ran a boarding house and was revered by the
citizens as “Aunt Catherine.”
William F. Phelps, an education pioneer and
textbook author to prepare students for a career
in education, has one of his paintings on display.
Phelps served as President of Minnesota State
Normal School, now known as Winona State
University, in 1864, and ultimately had a building
on campus, Phelps Hall, named in his honor.
Charles Maybury’s portrait was also shown.
Maybury was one of the architects that designed
the Winona County Courthouse, all the public
school buildings, St. Stanislaus Church and other
churches and chapels.
It is art telling the history of Winona, Assistant
Director of The Winona Country Historical Society, Jennifer Weaver said.
Weaver’s favorite painting is the one of Clara
Blairs in 1915 because of the realism and colors
of the painting.
“Each of these paintings tell their own stories as
artifacts and art,” Weaver said.
Art is growing in popularity among visitors of

Assistant director Jennifer Weaver shares an explanation of her favorite piece in the
Preserved in Paint gallery in the Historical Center Society on Friday. The piece is
named Portrait of Clara Blair 1915, by Nicholas Brewer. Jennifer liked the lifelike
qualities of colors and shadows in the portrait. She explained that it is nice to see a
colored painting from the past to know that their world was just as colorful as ours.

Winona. They are able to learn about the history
of Winona through the art pieces.
The paintings are from family donations in the
area and the families are able to come visit the
portrait if they would like. People donate them
because they see the value in sharing them with
the public and don’t often have a place for them
in their homes, according to Weaver.
Paintings of the historic station where the
Amtrak is now situated were included, also the
Levee, the Stockton Roller Mill, Pickwick Mill
and Sugar Loaf among others.
“People don’t realize what has gone by in the

TAYLOR NYMAN
photo editor
tnyman12@winona.edu

places around town and how much history is
there,” Weaver said.
“Preserved in Paint” is on display until October
30 and available to view 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. during
weekdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays and 12
p.m. to 4 p.m. on Sundays. The collection is free
to the public.

BY MICHAELA GAFFKE
features writer
mgaffke12@winona.edu
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Addressing students on
wheels, city policies
A

student’s daily commute to class can be an
obstacle course of people rushing through
campus. So, when it comes to the unique
traffic of pedestrians, bicyclists, longboarders,
skateboarders, rollerbladers, unicyclists and
people driving vehicles, there are plenty of
reasons to watch where you are going.
With many students longboarding on a daily
basis, no one is a stranger to the sound of four
polyurethane wheels rolling along the pavement.
The sound of gears shifting on a bicycle adds
another tune, right before they zip past the crowd
and seamlessly merge onto sidewalks and streets.
During the hustle against the clock, a routine
commute on and off campus has the potential for
a collision.
But there are simple common courtesies
that should be practiced every day in order to
prevent potentially dangerous accidents from
occurring, according to Winona Police Officer
and Community Liaison Bridget Klinger.
“Bikes should be on the road, going with traffic.
Not on the sidewalk. It’s best to be away from
people that are trying to walk, “ Klinger said.
“With people being distracted nowadays, be
ever vigilant. We can’t catch everybody looking
at their phones. Try to make eye contact with
the drivers. We encourage people, especially
students, to use the Seventh St. bike lane that
basically connects the campuses.”
Traffic laws state that a car must provide three
feet of clearance when passing a bike.
“As a bicyclist, you’re also concerned about
doors, so you’ll be riding out a little bit more.”
Klinger said. “So if you hear a vehicle behind you,
do your best to move over so they can pass you
safely.”
But having full awareness of one’s surroundings
while driving a vehicle may require more
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diligence and less distraction than some would
prefer.
“Don’t have headphones on,” Klinger said. “If
you do, turn it down so you can hear the road
noise. Driving a car with both headphones in is
illegal.”
A little known law that only applies to the
downtown area could also make one think twice
about their transportation decisions.
“There is an ordinance from Sixth St. to the
river, and from Huff to Franklin. It is illegal to be
on a longboard, skateboard or roller blades. That
is considered the downtown area. Just know that
there is a possibility that you could get a ticket for
it.”
Another challenging element while riding
around town as the autumn days get shorter is
darkness. Klinger said to make sure to have a
white light on the front of one’s bike and a red
light on the rear.
“Do whatever you can to make yourself more
visible. All black, no light on your bike, you’re
going to flag [police] as suspicious. The city is
working with Xcel Energy on changing some
of the light bulbs to make them LEDs, which
will make them brighter. The Pedestrian Safety
Committee, which was made with Winona State
and the city, is working on making the crosswalks
safer. By doing that, we’ve also changed some of
the painting from lines to blocks, so they’re more
visible to the drivers.”
Though there are numerous differences
between cars and bikes, they do share basic
principles.
Klinger said, “You don’t have a motor, but you
are a vehicle on the roadway. A longboard would
be considered more of a pedestrian. It’s kind of a
fine line as to what’s a vehicle and what’s not.”
But some students on campus believe

Senior Alex Kopperud
skates his way home
through campus after
classes.

BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu

there is a simpler way to view the concern of
transportation safety.
“Just don’t board around or drive around like a
dumbass,” senior public relations major Amidu
Jalloh said. “It’s not that hard if you know what
you’re doing.”
However, the dynamic between motorists and
pedestrians does not have to be antagonistic.
“There’s pedestrians that don’t care and
drivers who don’t care,” Alex Kopperud, a senior

advertising major said. “They’re both headstrong,
and that clash is really toxic. Like when people
pull up to stop signs, and then they blow through
the crosswalk without looking to see if people
are crossing. I’ve almost got hit on my longboard
multiple times. Or people who are trying to turn
and turn in front of you even though you’re riding right alongside them in the bike lane.”
Many common rules of the road can be and
are agreed upon every day, but everyone makes
mistakes at some point or another.
“It’s hard to weave around people,” senior physical education major Tyler Krueger said. “They
accidentally step in your way because they’re not
looking. They just hear the noise and they’re like
‘I [have to] get out of the way’ then they accidentally step in the way of where you were going.
Then you have to get off and go around them.”
Besides the people themselves, the cars driven
present a more imposing obstruction. “This one
time I was going down the road and almost got
hit by a car. That was my own doing because I
should have been paying attention. They weren’t
very happy,” Kruger said
Katie Gottstein, who commutes from Fountain
City, takes a steadier approach to safe travel.
“I try to pay attention pretty carefully, but I’ve
definitely noticed walkers and bikers not pay attention. I don’t honk or anything, I just watch out
for them and look around to make sure everybody else is watching out for them too. I usually
try to make eye contact, sometimes they look just
to make sure I’m stopping,” Gottstein said.
As the semester continues, the colder weather
will encourage more traveling by foot, but until then students and community members are
advised to keep their eyes on the road and ears
open to oncoming traffic.
BY KILAT FITZGERALD
features reporter
kfitzgerald13@winona.edu

A local of Winona, Harley Sherman, shows off his ollie down the IWC’s front staircase.
He said, “There’s never anybody in my way. It’s like a portal from East to West.”

BRIANNA MURPHY
photographer
bmurphy14@winona.edu
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International students call Winona State home
S
tudents take a thousand-mile journey to study
at their ideal university. International students
come from all over the world to call Winona
State University their home for four years of their
lives.
Cultural barriers have not stopped Marie
Kasparova, originally from the Czech Republic,
from coming to the United States not once, but
twice.
“I was an exchange student in high school,”
Kasparova said. “That was because I wanted to
improve my English skills and explore a different
country, and liked it so much I came back for
college.”
There was one part of Winona State that attracted her the most.
“I like the science program,” Kasparova said. “I
like the educational part about Winona the best
because there are so many resources.”
Kasparova was not the only student who was
captivated by the science program. Kapil Khanal
came from Khepal to study science as well.
“Winona has a really good science program
and I compared the curriculum to other universities,” Khanal said.
Though Khanal and Kasparova expect to receive their degrees from this experience, they do
wonder whether or not they would be getting the
same education they would have received in their
countries.
“I feel like Winona should have less general
education and more major education. Some of
the classes need to be stricter because it is easy As
compared to what I am used to. It is a lot harder

Awareness, continued from page 8.
“We are trying to partner up with other schools
to get our PACT programming on to their campuses,” Krug said. “We have been working with
Saint Mary’s and UW-La Crosse.”
As Winona State and Minnesota State make
improvements toward their handling of sexual
assault, the institutions realize there is still work
to be done.
“As the Title IX coordinator, it would very nice
to someday be out of a job because there are no
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NICOLE GIRGEN
Left to right: Kapil Khanal, Sarita Gurung, Prajay P. Rana, Yulun Xu, Vyurim Oh and Ayaka
Mizutani finish exchanging numbers on Friday at an ice cream social in the Student Activity Center, photographer
hosted by International Services.
ngirgen14@winona.edu

to get As in Europe. You don’t just get an A for
doing the work,” Kasparova said.
Classwork is not the only advantage to a U.S.
education.
“There are more internship opportunities.
Getting internships are a good way to start your
career,” Khanal said.
International students start their career at Winona State by stepping out of their comfort zone

complaints,” Mikl said. “I know that is probably
not possible, but that is sort of the utopian goal
that someday men and women do not have to
fear that they will be a victim of sexual violence.”

BY ELIZABETH PULANCO
features reporter / copy editor
epulanco12@winona.edu

and taking a once in a lifetime opportunity.
By taking this opportunity, these international
students have been able to expand their educational experiences and global knowledge.

BY MORGHAN LEMMENES
features reporter
mlemmenes16@winona.edu
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Film in review: “Don’t Breathe”

H

orror movies are a curious beast. Over the
past few decades, much of the genre has
devolved into constant jump scares, reboots and
sequels or glorified torture porn. There are a few
gems each year, but saying that horror as a whole
is in a good place would be a stretch.
Fede Alvarez’s “Don’t Breathe” might not be the
film that will push the genre back on track, but
it is a twisted experiment of shock horror that is
both surprising and completely revolting in the
best way possible.
“Don’t Breathe” is Alvarez’s sophomore film,
following up the “Evil Dead” remake from 2013.
While most remakes fall flat of adding anything
to the original, “Evil Dead” managed to shine
through sheer bombast and blood. Everything
from the style to the story was changed, and
while it was still absolutely an “Evil Dead” movie,
it was equally an Alvarez film.
With “Don’t Breathe,” Alvarez improves on his
own style by carving out his own niche: Tearing
horror tropes to shreds and dancing on their
ashes.
To make a good horror movie, you need three
things: A solid story, great scares and a gorgeous
aesthetic. Alvarez has these in spades. The film
is, in essence, a home invasion film but with a
twist.
The story follows three burglars: Rocky (Jane
Levy), Alex (Dylan Minnette) and Money (Daniel Zovatto) who set their sights on the $300,000
settlement of a blind veteran (Stephen Lang). For
the first half of the film, it is easy to feel sorry
for the blind man. After all, it is his house that’s
being invaded.
After a mid-movie twist, that feeling is burned

alive. From then on, the film goes straight into
man vs. monster with suitably terrifying results.
The story is elevated by the acting, led with a
genre icon-level performance by Lang. The only
problem is the film gets a little repetitive in the
final act, but that’s a small qualm for an otherwise
superb script.
“Don’t Breathe” does horror like the genre was
meant to be. There are no jump scares or wallto-wall blood. Instead, the film just oozes dread.
There’s a shot early in the film which highlights
not only the whole home, but small objects and
spaces that seem unrelated.
As the film goes on, those little concepts start
growing in the back of your mind, worried that
those might be part of the terror. I won’t spoil
anything, but nothing about this film is expectable. Multiple twists take this film into uncharted
territory, as that sinking feeling in your gut grows
larger by the minute.
There’s one scene involving a turkey baster that
I can’t describe, but it’s nothing less than the most
surprising scene in any horror film in years. The
theater erupted as this point, and chances are this
scene will be a talking point for a while.

The style follows in the vein of recent horror
flicks like “The Guest” or “It Follows” by making
a unique and colorful vibe that runs through, in
spite of the content. The slow pace of the shots
mixed with a beautifully subdued color scheme
makes for a truly spooky aura, even when the
setting would otherwise feel completely normal.
Props go out to the sound designers, too, with a
genius mix of silence and ambient noise crafting
a freaky little aural arena.
“Don’t Breathe” is a fantastic horror film, but
it’s not for everyone. The aforementioned turkey
baster scene will be a bit much for some, and the
general style isn’t typical for a modern horror
movie. If you’re hoping for some jump scares and
cheap thrills, wait for “Oujia: Origin of Evil.” If
you’re looking for something original, crazy and
absolutely terrifying, go check out this film. But
be warned: Thanksgiving dinner preparation
might be awkward this year.

BY NATHANIEL NELSON
features / news reporter
nlnelson13@winona.edu
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To inform and empower the campus and
community of Winona State University.
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affect the campus and community.
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learn all aspects of newspaper operations.
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Oops...
In the Aug. 31 issue on page 2, in the article “Sen. Franken
dedicates Winona bridge, tours Mississippi River,” the photo was
not properly attributed. The photo was taken by Nathaniel Nelson,
not Brianna Murphy.
In the Aug. 31 issue on page 5, in the article “Party Pooper: A look
at student Welcome Week experiences,” the photo was not properly
attributed. The photo was taken by Emily Linderholm, not Brianna
Murphy.

Sept. 7, 2016

See your
opinions here!
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Football wins home season opener 68-0
T

he Winona State University football team did
not just win their first game on Thursday;
They walked away with a 68-0 shutout against
University of Minnesota, Crookston Golden
Eagles.
“A win like that is a great way to start the year,”
running back Paul Preston said, who finished
with 123 yards rushing. “We played as a team
and didn’t let up throughout the game, which is
what we will need to do going forward.”
The Warriors started off slow after dropping
the opening kickoff and missing the extra point
after the first touchdown.
“In the first game of the year things like this
will happen with first-game jitters,” Preston said.
“There are always things to improve on and we
will continue to look at the film and find areas to
improve every week.”
By the time the third quarter started, the score
was 42-0 and most of the Warriors’ starters were
sitting on the bench to save energy and give the
backups a chance to play.
The Warriors were led offensively by senior
quarterback Jack Nelson who threw for 209 yards
on 12 completed passes and three touchdowns.
The leading rusher was Preston, who averaged
9.5 yards a carry and found himself in the end
zone twice.
Senior wide out Cameron Johnson caught the
ball six times, racking up 153 yards with two
touchdowns one of those going for 52 yards.
“It felt really good to get out there and dominate like we did,” Johnson said. “I never thought
we would go out and beat them like we did but
it definitely brings confidence to myself and the
team.”
The Warrior defense kept the Eagles less than
100 total yards and forced them to punt nine
times.
“We stopped them every time we needed to
stop them,” junior linebacker Aikan Major said.
“We played as a team and I’m confident that we
can beat anyone if we continue to play like that.”
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Justin Bergeron (left), blocks for running back Eric Birth (right) to gain seven yards during
last Thursday’s home opener against the University of Minnesota, Crookston Golden Eagles.
The Warriors won 68-0.

Major led the team with five solo tackles including one that went for a loss.
Senior linebacker Austin Opfer had two of the
team’s four sacks.
The Warriors took off Sunday before getting
back to a long week of practice with a tough opponent next Saturday.
Winona State will head to the James S. Malosky
Stadium in Duluth to take on the University of
Minnesota, Duluth Bulldogs.
The Bulldogs have finished first in the NSIC
north for eight consecutive seasons.
“We prepare for every team and game with
the same attitude and that is that every team is
the best in the nation,” Paul Preston said. “We

KENDAHL SCHLUETER
photographer
kschlueter15@winona.edu

know if we do things right and play as a team
without making many mistakes, we can compete
with anyone in the country.”
The Warriors’ next home game will be the week
after the Duluth match, against the Northern
State University Wolves.
BY SPENCER ELLINGSON
sports reporter
sellingson15@winona.edu
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Soccer claims opening weekend wins
T

he Winona State University women’s soccer
team began the regular season with two away
games against Michigan Tech on Friday, Sept. 2,
and Northern Michigan University on Sunday,
Sept. 4.
“Starting the season on the road with a young
team is exceptionally difficult but we feel good
about the way they went about their business
during camp and we look forward to seeing the
team perform,” head coach Omar Ali said.
The first regular season game was on Friday,
Sept. 2 at Michigan Tech in Houghton, Michigan
The Warriors beat the Huskies 2-0.
“Opening the season at home is a bit more
relaxed, familiar surrounding, people, obviously
playing on your own field in front of your family
and friends. Even though we have players’ families traveling to away games,” Ali said. “It is still
someone else’s field but staying in a hotel, eating
at restaurants, studying together during down
time with your teammates brings closeness to the
group. In a way it is less distracting but still away
from home.”
Darian Molter, a sophomore from Marshfield,
Wisc., and Courtney Wiencek, a first year student
from Mequon, Wisc., scored the Warriors’ two
goals.
The first goal of the game was Molter’s seventh
goal of her career. Molter assisted Wieneck, who

scored the first goal of her career.
The Warriors had 10 shots and seven shots on
goal. Kenzie Rose, Meg Riebau, Wieneck and
Molter all had shots. Taylor Richards, first year
defensive player from San Diego, Cali., also had a
shot on goal.
On Sunday, Sept. 4, the Warriors went overtime
against Northern Michigan, which ended in a 3-2
victory for the Warriors.
There were 15 shots on goal, divided between
Wiencek, Hayley Bach, Abby Bohanski, Alyssa
Reynolds and Chase Rehm. Riebau had three
shots on goal.
Reynolds scored the first goal off a rebound
shot from sophomore Bohanski. The second goal
was made by Rose and was assisted by Bohanski
off a corner kick.
Riebau scored the overtime goal with a rebound shot off a block and kicked into the upper
left corner of the net. Warrior goalkeeper Rachel
Oleson had a total of ten saves for the two games.
The Warriors will travel to Fayette, Iowa to play
the Upper Iowa Peacocks on Friday, Sept. 9.

BY LAURA ANDERSON
sports reporter
llanderson13@winona.edu

Next home games:
Sunday, Sept. 9
vs. Ferris State, 12 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 16
vs. Bemidji State, 7 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 18
vs. Minnesota Crookston, 12 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 25
vs. Augustana, 7 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 7
vs. Sioux Falls, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 22
vs. MSU Moorhead, 1 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 23
vs. Northern State, 1 p.m.
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From the Winonan archives...
A look at sports a
decade ago
Left: Quarterback Brian Wrobel drops back
for a pass behind the block of running back
Dave Cruz (28) during the Warriors’ home
opener against Truman State University on
Sept. 4.
Right: Winona State defender Christina
Gentile grimaces as she goes up for a header
during a WSU nonconference game at Maxwell Field.
Both photos taken by Doug Sundin, from
the Sept. 15, 2004 edition of the Winonan,
page 9.
To search the Winonan archives, go to:
http://edu.arcasearch.com/usmnwsu/

Sports staff starting lineup...
Laura Anderson
Sports reporter
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Spencer Ellingson
Sports reporter
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Want to be a sports reporter?
Contact Lauren Saner at LSaner12@winona.edu
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Sports schedule this week...
Soccer

Wednesday,
Sept. 7

Thursday,
Sept. 8

Friday,
Sept. 9

Men’s
Golf

Sunday,
Sept. 11

Monday,
Sept. 12

Tuesday,
Sept. 13

vs. Ferris State
University, 12 p.m.

@ Upper Iowa
University, 3 p.m.

Football
Volleyball

Saturday,
Sept. 10

@ Minnesota
Duluth, 6:05 p.m.
@ Pentagon
Tournament, all day

@ Pentagon
Tournament, all day
@ Bemidji
Invitational, all day

@ Bemidji
Invitational, all day

* Home games in bold
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